
For I do hope to see you on my 

journey and to be sent on by you, 

once I have enjoyed your company 

for a little while. Romans 15:24 

It was a wonderfully well-

crafted plan.  So well, it gave one a 

confidence that helped us step into 

a different world, culture, and 

language with ease.  So, what do 

you do when a well-crafted plan 

goes awry?  What do you do when 

you feel called by God but the 

preparation you leaned on changes 

dramatically?   

This is exactly what happened. 

When this occurs, disappointment 

with God and feeling abandoned by 

him can overwhelm us and distract 

us from the clear guidance we have 

previously received. Did God not 

call me to Poland? Was I not so sure 

before?   

These are excellent questions to 

ask because they make us rethink 

our previous issues and reexamine 

the categories we used before. 

Sickness had ravaged our team and 

many people wondered if the tour 

would materialize, yet it did.   

There will be many reports and 

illustration about this trip, Now, I 

wish to give you a wonderful 

pathway to our success – praise.   

As CS Lewis wrote in his 

Reflections on the Psalms: 

“I think we delight to praise 

what we enjoy because the praise not 

merely expresses but completes the 

enjoyment; it is its appointed 

consummation.” 

It is worship that brings us 

together and completes our 

community, worship that builds 

upon our acquaintances and 

provides a foundation for our 

otherworldly unity, worship that 

expresses what mere conversation 

falls short of. In worship we tell 

our God that we enjoy him because 

of all that God has done and 

because of how acknowledging that 

reveals more of his character to us.   

In praise, we give and receive, 

we invite and are invited, we 

respond and ask for a response, we 

direct and are directed. Worship is 

the two-way street of divine-

human relationship.  We offer all 

that we are because we have 

experienced the life God offered for 

us.   

Worship completes our 

enjoyment of God, of Jesus and his 

love, of the Holy Spirit deepening 

our devotion, of his work to 

transform us into his image.  

Worship expresses our gratitude 

and completes it.  

As we traveled throughout 

Poland from Gdansk to Warsaw, 

from Bielsko Biala to Hradec, to 

Sucha Jurna in the Czech Republic 

to Ustron, Poland, to Lublin, 

Terespol, and Lodz we let our 

praises ring to give witness to our 

God and the new life in Jesus.   

Our praises naturally coalesce 

with thanksgiving because it is 

God and the greatness of his 

goodness that drown us in the 

shadow of his blessing. I give 

thanks that we serve a God like 

this. I give thanks that God has 

inspired me with a burden that has 

cut me so deeply that I was 

motivated beyond casual 

acquaintance to go to a country I 

had never been, to meet people I 

had never met, and to cry and pray 

with people whose immeasurable 

pain had become mine in part. 

I give thanks for my church 

who has stood with me, a church 

that I gladly and proudly 

represented in another country 

halfway around the world. I give 

thanks to people who sacrificed and 

prayed, who gave out of their 

resource to help shoulder the 

burden. You were with me 

standing with the Ukrainian and 

Polish people and I thank you. I 

thank God who has knitted us 

together in such a way that such a 

cooperation is possible. 

This is what we are trying to do 

with Porterville. To be a 

community so knit together that 

our praise gives way to 

thanksgiving for all that God has 

done and has called us to 

accomplish. As we pray, and 

worship, study our community and 

God's word, as we serve and 

sacrifice, as we stand in the gap on 

the solid rock of Christ, we can 

confidently say that it is the Lord 

who has brought us to a beautiful 

First and Grand Ave 
United Methodist Churches 

Porterville, CA 

A Trip for the Ages 
by Pastor Tom Buratovich August 2022 

Continued on Page 2 



August 2022  The Messenger Page 2 

 

Youth Ministry 

Nowhere to Go But Up 
continued from page 1 
by Pastor Tom Buratovich  

place, a place where we can love our enemies not because it is easy but 

because we understand the divine love that Jesus has for those who killed 

him, tortured him, mocked and condemned him.  

My trip to Poland was your trip to Poland. My time with Celebrants 

was your time with Celebrants. You have blessed me and so now I will 

share that blessing with you. For that is why we have been blessed. 

Thank you, Porterville Methodist churches, for standing with me, praying 

for me, and worshipping God with me in a spiritual way that transcends 

geography, denominations, and ecclesiastical particulars.   

May we delight to praise our God that we enjoy because praise 

expressed completes our enjoyment and completes God's enjoyment of us. 
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Summer is definitely here. With the 

multiple days of temperatures over 

100, it leaves us with no doubt that 

we are in the part of the summer 

that seems endless. The heat just 

seems to wear you down and the 

days melt into each other with no 

relief in sight. It’s pretty hard to 

look forward to tomorrow, when you 

know the temperature is going to be 

105 again. 

Though, if we look at what the 

sun represents maybe we can enjoy 

the summer a little more. The sun 

is a magnificent creation from God. 

It is a symbol from God. A symbol of 

life. A light. Without the sun, 

nothing would be alive. There 

would be no light, heat or life. The 

sun drives weather, ocean currents, 

seasons and climate. It also is 

responsible for releasing hormones 

in our brains. 

In Egyptian times, the 

Egyptians worshipped the Sun as a 

powerful God. They knew that this 

heavenly body was very important 

and powerful. Imagine what they 

might have thought about the sun. 

They were probably mystified by it. 

Impressed with the power of its 

light. Though, they didn’t 

understand that the sun isn’t 

actually a god, but that it does 

represent God and his power. 

God knew that He had to give 

us the sun to live, but also to 

remind us of His impressive power. 

It had to be amazing. It needed to 

be something so impressive to 

remind us of what He can do and 

that when He makes a promise to 

us, He will keep it. 

When the Israelites were 

wondering in the wilderness for 

forty days, God always provided for 

Beat the Heat with Blessings 

them. God promised that He would 

take care of them, though they 

doubted many times. They tried to 

gather extra manna, so they would 

not be hungry. Even though God 

provided manna every day. They 

built a golden calf to worship, even 

though they already had a God 

that performed miracles for them. 

God parted the Red Sea, so they 

could escape from the Egyptian 

Army. This miracle too was 

forgotten, along with many more. 

The Israelites forgot what God 

had promised them. Even though 

the mighty sun shone on them 

every day, reminding them of who 

their God is, what He is capable of. 

The Bible says in Psalm 113:3 

“From the rising of the sun to the 

going down of the same the Lord’s 

name is to be praised.” 

Even though summer is here 

and we are not happy about the 

heat, I think that we should 

remember that the sun is a symbol 

from God to remind us that He is 

all that He said that He is. A God 

who keeps His promises. He 

reminds us this every day with the 

rising of the sun. I hope that 

instead of dreading the sun rising 

every day, because of the heat, 

that we will look at the sun and 

remember what God has promised 

us. God always provides for us. I 

hope the we can look at each new 

day and rejoice in it and praise 

God, all through the day, for the 

wonderful blessings that He gives 

each of us. 

Blessings, 

Melody Burkhart  

Children’s Sunday School 

SCE Sundays  

inAugust 

Save Church Energy!  

 In July and August First and 

Grand Ave and will meet 

together on Sunday  

mornings at 10:00 a.m.  

 

In August, both 

congregations will meet 

together at Grand Ave UMC.  
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In thinking of someone who was 

the first person to do a particular 

thing, who comes to mind? John 

Glenn, the first American to orbit 

the earth? Or maybe Neil 

Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin, the 

first humans to walk on the moon? 

 Being the initial one to do 

something must be scary because of 

the unknown factors involved, and 

yet exciting at the same time. It has 

to involve both faith and action. In 

the case of the astronauts, perhaps 

they put faith in NASA, maybe also 

in God, while taking on the risky 

tasks assigned to them.  

 The medical field is another 

vast area of exploration and 

discovery. Its leaders are constantly 

researching new cures for diseases 

and ways to help people suffering 

from various maladies. For the past 

six weeks, our daughter, Shanda 

Lowery-Sachs, has had the 

opportunity to be involved with a 

brand-new clinical study aimed at 

helping people with a particular 

form of cancer in the cerebral/spinal 

fluid known as Leptomeningeal 

Disease (LMD).  

When Shanda was first 

diagnosed with an aggressive form 

of breast cancer, she was told that 

even after receiving all of the 

recommended treatments—

chemotherapy, surgery and 

radiation—the cancer would most 

likely come back in another area of 

the body. This happened much 

sooner than she and her husband 

expected, when cancer of the same 

type was discovered in her brain.  

She again went through 

surgery and radiation, this time on 

the brain. Thankfully, she was able 

to go back to playing full-time as a 

musician in the Detroit Symphony 

Orchestra and jumped into a busy 

schedule of activities with her two 

young sons.  

Eventually she decided to look 

for another healthcare system and 

was referred to an oncologist 

through the University of 

Michigan’s Rogel Cancer Center. 

That doctor specialized in breast 

cancer metastasis to the brain.  

After many MRIs and tests, it 

was discovered that although the 

radiated tumors had either shrunk 

or were stabilized, there was a 

new type of cancer that had 

spread to the lining of her brain 

and spinal column. The new 

cancer, LMD, had no known 

treatment.  

This was devastating news to 

Shanda, her husband Chris and 

the whole family. LMD was also a 

very aggressive form of cancer. 

Once the symptoms began, the 

cancer usually spread quickly. 

Thankfully, in Shanda’s case it 

was discovered early before there 

were any symptoms.  

Her doctor was able to 

keep up with any new spots 

that developed through scans 

and also gave her infusions of 

several medications with the 

intention of trying to slow it 

down. When Shanda began 

having a few symptoms related 

to the LMD, she was referred 

by that doctor to a Neuro 

oncologist at Memorial Sloan 

Kettering Cancer in New York 

City, Dr. Boire.  

The two doctors were well 

acquainted…the one at U of M 

having trained alongside Dr. Boire, 

who later became specialized in the 

treatment of LMD. After setting up 

a lab to test an experimental drug 

that was known to leach iron out of 

the body, Dr. Boire was ready to try 

it on humans. Iron was thought to 

be the substance on which the LMD 

was feeding. Would the new drug 

leach out the iron in the cerebral/ 

spinal fluid and starve the disease? 

Shanda was asked to 

participate in the clinical trial. For 

Chris and Shanda, this was very 

hopeful news. Not only did it bring 

a new ray of hope, it also meant 

that by being the first person in the 

trial, she would be opening the door 

for many other LMD patients as 

well.  

“So, you’re famous then?” asked 

her young son, Elliot when she told 

the boys about it. 

She explained that people would 

probably not know her name, but 

that she felt excited to be able to do 

this, not only for herself but also for 

others. And the new drug is 

working to significantly reduce the 

“circulating” tumor cell count. 

Praise God! 

Shanda is pairing her faith with 

action. Both are needed. Both are 

necessary. May we be willing to do 

the same!  

“Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when 

he offered his son Isaac on the altar? You see that his faith and his actions 

were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 

And the scripture was fulfilled that says, ‘Abraham believed God and it 

was credited to him as righteousness,’ and he was called God’s friend.”  

James 2:21-24 NIV 

Faith in Action 
By Judy Lowery 

Sachs family—Chris and Shanda,  

Kendra (24), Kevin (21)  

Nate (13) and Elliot (11).  
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“Walking Devotions”. 

Wednesday, August 24 -  

1 Corinthians 16:13 “Be on your 

guard; stand firm in the faith; be 

courageous; be strong.” 

Thursday, August 25 - Pray and 

reflect on Psalm 121:1-2 “I lift up my 

eyes to mountains - Where does my 

help come from?  My help comes from 

the Lord, the Maker of Heaven and 

Earth.” 

Friday, August 26 - Pray for all of 

the church committee members. 

Saturday, August 27 - Pray and 

reflect on Bible verse Romans 15:13 

“May the God of hope fill you with all 

joy and peace as you trust in him, so 

that you may overflow with hope by 

the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

Sunday, August 28 - Pray for 

Sunday Worship Service.  First and 

Grand Ave will meet together at 

Grand Ave UMC at 10:00 a.m. for the 

month of August. 

Monday, August 29 - Pray and read 

2 Chronicles 15:7 “But as for you, be 

strong and do not give up, for your 

work will be rewarded.” 

Tuesday, August 30 - Pray and 

reflect on Philippians 4:13 “I can do 

all this through him who gives me 

strength.” 

Wednesday, August 31 - Pray and 

reflect on Romans 8:38-39 “For I am 

convinced that neither death nor life, 

neither angels nor demons, neither 

the present nor the future, nor any 

powers, neither height nor depth, nor 

anything else in creation, will be able 

to separate us from the love of God 

that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

August 2022 Prayer Calendar   

Monday, August 1 - Pray and 

reflect on Bible verse Joshua 1:9 

“Have I not commanded you?  Be 

strong and courageous.  Do not be 

afraid; do not be discouraged, for 

the Lord your God will be with you 

wherever you go.” 

Tuesday, August 2 - Pray and 

praise God for all of our blessings. 

Wednesday, August 3 - Pray for 

all of the musicians and singers 

who provide the music at Sunday 

Worship Service. 

Thursday, August 4 - Pray for our 

community of Porterville. 

Friday, August 5 - Pray for safe 

travels for our church families. 

Saturday, August 6 - Pray for the 

Clothing Closet. 

Sunday, August 7 - Pray for 

Sunday Worship Service. First and 

Grand Ave will meet together at 

Grand Ave UMC at 10:00 a.m. for 

the month of August. 

Monday, August 8 - Pray for the 

teachers and students who will be 

going back to school. 

Tuesday, August 9 - Pray and 

reflect on Bible verse Jeremiah 29:1 

“For I know the plans I have for you, 

declares the Lord, plans to prosper 

you and not to harm you, plans to 

give you hope and a future.” 

Wednesday, August 10 - Pray for 

Melody and Ryan as they plan 

activities for the children and youth 

of our churches. 

Thursday, August 11 - Pray for 

the ones in our church family who 

are ill and are rehabilitating. Pray 

for healing and strength. 

Friday, August 12 - Pray for 

Pastor Tom as he completes his 

sermon for Sunday Worship 

Service. 

Saturday, August 13 - Pray for 

the Greeters who will welcome all 

to Sunday Worship Service 

tomorrow.  

Sunday, August 14 - Pray for 

Sunday Worship Service. First and 

Grand Ave will meet together at 

Grand Ave UMC at 10:00a.m. for 

the month of August. 

Monday, August 15 - Pray as we 

go through the week that we will 

know that God is with us as we 

deal with many different 

situations. 

Tuesday, August 16 - Pray for 

our church families. 

Wednesday, August 17 - Pray for 

the homeless in Porterville. May 

they find shelter.  

Thursday, August 18 - Pray and 

reflect on Bible verse Exodus 14:14 

“The Lord will fight for you; you 

need only to be still.” 

Friday, August 19 - Pray and 

read Bible verse Ephesians 4:31-32 

“Get rid of all bitterness, rage and 

anger, brawling and slander, along 

with every form of malice. Be kind 

and compassionate to one another, 

forgiving each other, just as in 

Christ God forgave you.” 

Saturday, August 20 - Pray for 

the prayer groups of our churches. 

Sunday, August 21 - Pray for 

Sunday Worship Service. First and 

Grand Ave will meet together at 

Grand Ave UMC at 10:00 a.m. for 

the month of August. 

Monday, August 22 - Pray and 

reflect on Psalm 22:19 “But you, 

Lord, do not be far from me.  You 

are my strength; come quickly to 

help me.” 

Tuesday, August 23 - Pray for 

Pastor Tom as he prepares the 
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First UMC 

Victor Young • August 19 

Joyce Klippenstein • August 25 

Melody Burkhart • August 28 

 

Grand Ave UMC 

Joshua Gutierrez• August 9 

Joseph Sanchez • August 9 

George Galloway • August 20 

Ryan Ridenour • August 22 

Dwight Brown • August 30 

Grand Ave Staff 

Senior Pastor • Rev. Tom Buratovich 

Director of Youth Ministries • Ryan Ridenour 

Children’s Director • Melody Burkhart 

Worship Administrator • Judy Buratovich 

Treasurer • Rodel Lipumano/Beverly Farquharson 

Custodian • The Congregation 

First Methodist Office Hours:  
 

Monday–Thursday  
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

 

Phone: 559-784-4232 

pvfumc@ocsnet.net 
 

First United Methodist Church 

344 E. Morton Ave. 
Porterville, CA  93257 

First United Methodist Church 

Grand Ave United Methodist Church 
 www.grandavenue.org or  

 www.facebook.com/PortervilleFUMC or 

 www.facebook.com/GrandAvenueUMC 

View Past Worship Videos on Vimeo 

https://vimeo.com/grandavenueporterville 

Grand Ave Office Hours:  
 

Monday–Thursday  
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.  

 
Phone: 559-784-3791 

Fax: 559-784-3798 

info@grandavenue.org 

www.grandavenue.org 
Grand Ave United Methodist Church 

776 W. Grand Ave. 
Porterville, CA  93257 

First Staff 

Senior Pastor • Rev. Tom Buratovich 

Counseling Center Director • Joy Semple 

Administrative Assistant • Melissa Sutherland 

Music Coordinator • Christine Klippenstein  

Children/Custodian • Melody Burkhart 

Announcements 

Clothing Closet at First UMC 
Clothing Closet is open on Saturday, August 6 from 

8:30 –10:30 a.m. Call Ann 559-920-0977 for more 

information. Thanks to all who have made time to 

help.  

 

Anniversary Celebration 
Don and Donita Roulston invite you to celebrate 

their 50th Anniversary on Sunday, August 7 at 6:00 

p.m. at Visalia United Methodist Church, 5200 W 

Caldwell Ave, Visalia. Bring your favorite dish to 

share at the potluck dinner. Contact Joanna for more 

information 627-1660. 

 

Next Newsletter Deadline 
Please send information for the Messenger Newsletter 

to Judy at judy.bur87@gmail.com. The deadline for the 

September 2022 Messenger is August 20. Thank you. 

 

Tithes and Offering 

Thank you for your continued support of the 

ministries of First UMC and Grand Ave UMC. 

Thank You! 
Pastor Tom would like to thank the congregations for 

all of the prayers and support for their trip to Poland.  

Also for those who supported Judy while . 

You are a loving, caring congregation that bless all you 

support. We are overwhelmed with gratitude for you! 


