
A lovely but awkward moment for 

me occurs each time my daughter, 

Amy, comes to visit. We pick her up 

and all is well and then she leaves. 

We drop her off at the airport 

departures and have this moment 

while the car is running as the 

parking attendant looks on to say 

the most heartfelt and bittersweet 

goodbye.  

It is sincere. We want her to 

return to her life that she has 

skillfully constructed, a life that is 

helping her emerge and thrive as an 

adult.  She is using skills we have 

given her, or at least, we 

encouraged.  

However, that does not mask 

the momentary grief of departure.  

Have you wondered why this is so?  

Every satisfying conversation, every 

inspiring event, every special place, 

leaves us with the same tinge of 

grief when we leave them. 

I believe God has placed within 

our hearts the desire for life-giving 

elements to continue as a way to 

long for an eternity with him. In 

such a place every conversation will 

satisfy, every event will inspire, 

every space will be special, and each 

will seamlessly transition to the 

next. As great as this is, all of it will 

be eclipsed by the matchless face-to-

face presence of Jesus. 

Some of you may remember my 

first Sunday at Grand Ave UMC. 

On our way to church we noticed 

our son, Jason, did not have shoes 

on. He simply did not wear any. 

He didn’t bring any with him. He 

was shoeless on our first Sunday. 

So, Judy dropped me off at church 

and went to Target to buy some 

shoes. After she made the quick 

purchase, the car would not start 

in the Target parking lot. They 

ended up walking to the church in 

the July heat. The only caveat was 

it was in the morning. 

We laughed about it after 

church, went to lunch with some 

people and then were dropped off 

at our car at Target. Chuck Nevels 

popped the hood and looked 

sternly at the engine, and it 

started. I’m not kidding. He never 

touched it. Now that’s a gift! 

It is stories like these we will 

never forget. Because amid our 

crisis we were met by amazing 

hospitality. 

Many of you might also 

remember the first weeks at First 

Church were rocky because of the 

circumstances surrounding Pastor 

James Woffinden’s leaving. We got 

through it, and I think it helped us 

communicate a little better I pray. 

Moving Forward 

I often describe the process of 

moving as the equivalent of root 

canals and pulling weeds - nobody 

likes it. The amount of logistics 

and coordination of details is mind

-numbing.  It is also not something 

I do well naturally. It takes an 

enormous amount of cognitive  

load for me.  

So, I have had to plan much 

more meticulously than usual. The 

resulting plan is a bit of a 

compromise which means no one 

will like it completely. However, 

please know that everything will be 

taken care of and you, the 

Porterville Methodist churches, 

will be cared for with the greatest 

degree. 

First, the schedule unfolds for 

us in two phases. Judy, Jason, and 

the cats will embark to the East 

around Monday, January 9.  This 

is the day the moving truck is 

supposed to appear. However, 

those of you who have moved know 

that this is the beginning of a 

window of time that may span the 

better part of week.  

With the truck loaded and 

departed, the final Sunday for me 

will be Sunday, January 15.  While 

this is two weeks shy of the end of 

the month it gives me a chance to 

use unused vacation (a luxury for 

me) and it allows some play in a 

very complex plan that requires 

multilevel coordination with 

moving companies, hotels, and trip-

planning software.  We will have 

preachers and musicians ready to 

step in.  All bases will be covered.   

The church leadership decided 

that the best way forward is to host 
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“Brothers and sisters, I do not 

consider myself yet to have taken 

hold of it. But one thing I do: 

Forgetting what is behind and 

straining toward what is ahead, I 

press on toward the goal to win the 

prize for which God has called me 

heavenward in Christ Jesus.” 

Philippians 3:13-14 

 

Happy New Year!  It sure feels good 

to say that to all of you. I imagine 

that many of you are as excited as I 

am that we are leaving another year 

in our past and entering a new year 

that brings with it new possibilities 

and refreshed hope in what God has 

in store for us.  Many of us will 

follow the tradition of making New 

Year’s resolutions beginning of 

January 1.  Our minds and hearts 

will be steadfast on meeting the 

goals we have set forth for ourselves 

for 2023.  Like many of you, I have a 

few goals that I look forward to 

meeting and I am excited for the 

journey ahead. 

When making New Year’s 

resolutions, or personal goals, many 

people will focus on health, wealth, 

and personal happiness.  There’s 

nothing particularly wrong with 

having goals focusing on these areas 

of our lives, but unfortunately, most 

of the goals people set for 

themselves center around worldly 

achievements and the acceptance of 

others, while leaving God out of the 

picture.  For instance, I have a goal 

to lose weight and get healthy this 

year.  Many people share the same 

goal.  But we must ask ourselves 

this important question: is our 

motivation to get healthy inspired 

by how people may view our current 

state or how our future new and 

improved looks may bring with it 

claps on the back from people who 

congratulate our success?  Or is our 

motivation to achieve this goal of 

getting healthy centered around 

honoring God and bringing His 

glory by purposely caring for the 

body He blessed us with?  This is 

difficult for many of us because we 

do like the admiration from others, 

but our goal should be centered on 

honoring God through our 

successes, not self.  

Our perspective towards 

achieving a goal will either fuel the 

motivation to set ourselves up for 

success or empty our tanks of the 

determination we need to succeed.  

If our perspective is determined on 

the opinions and views of society, 

we set ourselves up for an uphill 

battle that is difficult to win.  On 

the other hand, when God is at the 

center of our perspective towards 

our goals, we will look at our 

challenges differently.  We know 

that with God all things are 

possible.  And, if our goals line up 

with a way of being that brings 

Him glory and follows His will for 

Youth Ministry • Happy New Year! 

combined services at First UMC for the remainder of January (15, 22, 29).  

This will allow for a thorough preparation of the new pastor, a process that 

is almost finalized.   

So, if you are the anxious type, or even if you are not, there is no need 

for this.  You can rest assured that the process is working. A candidate is 

in the “pipeline.” We are not able to announce it until it is finalized.  But I 

promise you, all is well.   

So, you will be dropping me off at departures and picking someone else 

up at arrivals!  Until that time, we have much to celebrate and to give 

boundless thanks to Jesus who makes all this possible and better!  

Finally, every year I am brought to tears by your generosity at 

Christmas time. You bless me and the staff which blesses me twice 

because they work tirelessly for you and make look like I am working 

harder!  Thank you for your gifts, cards, and over-the-top kind words to me 

and my family. 

Your written and spoken words and gifts echo in my spirit and pulse 

with my heart a beat of love and encouragement. I walk toward 

Departures a better man because of you.  

Dropping Off at Departures 
continued from page 1 
 
by Pastor Tom Buratovich  

our lives, we set ourselves up to be 

victorious.  

I pray that each of you will be 

blessed in your resolutions this 

year.  May they draw you closer into 

the arms of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

enriching your relationship with 

Him with each step you take.  

Happy New Year to you and yours! 

God is Love, 

Ryan Ridenour 
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Can you believe it? We sped through 2022 and now a 

new year is upon us. 2023 is here!  

A new year always brings change. Normally, we 

embrace new years changes, because they are 

resolutions that we have decided to make in our lives. 

Resolutions like -I want to save money, or I want to 

lose weight, or I want to go to the gym and get 

healthy. But what about the changes that happen that 

we didn’t plan for? The changes that we don’t want to 

accept? How do we handle them?  

Both Grand Ave and First Church are facing a big 

change that none of us expected, including our Pastor 

and his family. Unfortunately and fortunately, they 

are facing a huge change to pick up and leave 

everything they know and start over again in another 

state. This is a very exciting change, but also a very 

scary one. We wish them all of the best in this new 

chapter of their lives. 

We, as church congregations, are facing a change 

in our churches because we will be losing our Pastor 

and welcoming a new Pastor. This also, is exciting, but 

scary. What will happen when the new Pastor comes? 

How will everything work out?  

It is human nature to not like change. We don’t 

like anything that we cannot control. We want to be in 

charge but we forget that we are not in charge. God is. 

He has a plan for us. Just like He had a plan for the 

disciples to carry on the church after Jesus was 

crucified. He had a plan for Adam and Eve when they 

were cast out of the Garden of Eden. Gideon did not 

want to accept change when God called him to lead the 

Israelites, but God had a plan for him too.  

These are just a few examples of people in the 

Bible who did not want to accept a change in their life. 

Each did move forward and follow God’s plan for them. 

Though most likely had wavering faith along the way.  

I believe that God has a plan for our churches. He 

knows what we need and He will provide for us. So, we 

should step out in full faith that God knows best, 

knowing that we are not alone. God is with us and we 

also have each other. After all, we are the church and 

as a church we should step up 

and embrace change. 

May God bless you with love 

and abundance in the new year. 

Blessings,  

Melody Burkhart 

Children’s Sunday School 

 

2 Corinthians 5:7 “For we walk 

by faith, not by sight.” 

Embracing Change 

Thank You! 
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Dear Grand Avenue and First 

Methodist Church Family, 

Thank you for letting me share 

what God is doing in my life with 

you each month. I always enjoy 

reading the articles in the 

Messenger, using the Prayer 

Calendar as a guide for the month 

and praising God for each of you 

when your birthdays are listed! 

Even though we live so far away, 

we are connected by our common 

faith in and love for the Lord Jesus. 

Many thanks to Judy 

Buratovich for her faithfulness in 

putting together the church 

newsletter for several years 

and to Pastor Tom for his 

inspiring messages, prayers, 

and love for God’s people. They 

make quite a team and will be 

missed. 

My thoughts and prayers 

are with each of you as the New 

Year begins. May the Lord 

guide you in the decisions that 

will have to be made, give you 

wisdom and empower you 

through His Spirit to walk 

together in unity. 

Love and hugs to you all, 

Judy Lowery & Al too    

A Thank You Note! 
By Judy Lowery 

Judy and Al Lowery 

January Combined Worship Services 

Sunday, January 1, 2023 • 10:00 a.m. at Grand Ave UMC 

Sunday, January 8, 2023 • 10:00 a.m. at Grand Ave UMC 

Sunday, January 15, 2023 • 10:00 a.m. at First UMC 

Sunday, January 22, 2023 • 10:00 a.m. at First UMC 

Sunday, January 29, 2023 • 10:00 a.m. at First UMC 

Thank You to First and 

Grand Ave 

Thank you to the First and Grand Ave 

congregations for your generosity and 

end-of-the-year gifts. We appreciate 

your tangible display of love, your 

faithfulness to both churches, to the 

Lord, and to our community.  Your sac-

rificial gifts to us are humbling and we 

stand in awe of your ability and desire 

to bless us. 

Your church staff, 

Pastor Tom 

Ryan, Melody,  

Melissa, Christine, 

Judy, Beverly 

The Methodist Appointive System 

The CNUMC appointive Cabinet has begun meeting and soon we will 

have the joy of welcoming the new interim pastor to the Porterville 

Methodist Churches.  The many moving parts in this process call for the 

District Superintendent to request from the Cabinet that an 

appointment change be made which is then reviewed by them and 

approved by the Bishop.  Once this is completed, the appointment can 

then be publicly announced.   

Many may want to know exactly where we are in the process?  Where on 

the completion bar are we? I could not say definitively, but I can tell you 

that a person is selected and I have spoken with this Pastor.  I can also 

say that this interim pastor will serve you well.  So, please do not fret or 

lose sleep over the unannounced.  It is not an indication that the process 

is not moving.  I assure you it is.  Trust in God and in the process that 

has served you in the past knowing that it will do so again.   

Pastor Tom 
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poured out on us generously through 

Jesus Christ our Savior so that, having 

been justified by His grace, we might 

become heirs having the hope of eternal 

life.” 

Tuesday, January 24 - Pray for Melody 

and Ryan as they serve the children and 

youth of our congregations. 

Wednesday, January 25- Pray for the 

our churches, First and Grand Ave, as we 

prepare for a new season of ministry. 

Thursday, January 26 - Pray and 

reflect on Bible verse 2 Corinthians 3:18 

“And we all, who with unveiled faces 

contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being 

transformed into His image with ever-

increasing glory, which comes from the 

Lord, who is the Spirit.” 

Friday, January 27 - Pray for the 

Praise Team as they prepare for Sunday 

Worship Services. 

Saturday, January 28 - Pray that we 

have the desire to continually seek 

Spiritual growth. 

Sunday, January 29 - Pray for the 

Combined Worship Service at First 

UMC at 10:00 a.m.  

Monday, January 30 - Pray and reflect 

on 2 Thessalonians 3:5 “May the Lord 

direct your hearts into God’s love and 

Christ’s perseverance.” 

Tuesday, January 31— Pray and 

reflect on Ephesians 1:18-19 “I pray that 

the eyes of your heart may be enlightened 

in order that you may know the hope to 

which He has called you, the riches of His 

glorious inheritance in His holy people, 

and His incomparably great power for us 

who believe.” 

Sunday, January 1 - Pray for the 

Combined Worship Service at 

GAUMC at 10:00 a.m.  

Monday, January 2 - Pray for 2023. 

May 2023 be a year of new beginnings 

and faith, hope and love.  

Tuesday, January 3 - Pray and read 

and reflect on Bible verse 2 Corinthians 

5:7 “Get rid of the old yeast, so that you 

may be a new unleavened batch - as you 

really are.  For Christ, our Passover 

lamb, has been sacrificed.” 

Wednesday, January 4 - Pray for all 

the members of the church committees. 

Pray as they make decisions for our 

churches. 

Thursday, January 5 - Pray for our 

community of Porterville. 

Friday, January 6 - Pray for the 

health and well-being of our church 

families. 

Saturday, January 7 - Pray and 

reflect on Bible verse Romans 12:2 “Do 

not conform to the pattern of this world, 

but be transformed by the renewing of 

your mind.  Then you will be able to test 

and approve what God’s will is - His 

good, pleasing and perfect will.” 

Sunday, January 8 - Pray for the 

Combined Worship Service at 

GAUMC at 10:00 a.m.  

Monday, January 9 - As we experience 

different situations this week, pray that we 

will know God is with us. 

Tuesday, January 10 - Pray for the 

ones who lead and participate in the 

prayer groups. 

Wednesday, January 11 - Pray for 

teachers and students in our 

community as the new semester begins. 

Thursday, January 12 - Pray for the 

ones who are not feeling well.  Pray for 

strength and healing. 

Friday, January 13 - Pray for Pastor 

Tom as he completes his sermon for 

Sunday Worship Service. 

Saturday, January 14 - Pray for the 

Greeters who will welcome all to 

Sunday Worship Services. 

Sunday, January 15 - Combined 

Worship Service at First UMC at 

10:00 a.m.  

Monday, January 16 - Pray and 

thank God for our many blessings.  

Tuesday, January 17 - Pray and 

reflect on Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be 

anxious about anything, but in every 

situation by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to 

God.  And the peace of God which 

transcends all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and your minds in 

Christ Jesus.” 

Wednesday, January 18 - Pray for 

our community of Porterville. 

Thursday, January 19 - Pray and 

reflect on Galatians 3:22-23 “But 

Scripture has locked up everything 

under the control of sin, so that what 

was promised, being given through 

faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to 

those who believe.  Before the coming of 

this faith, we were held in custody 

under the law, locked up until the faith 

that was to come would be revealed.” 

Friday, January 20 -  Pray for our 

new Pastor starting in February. 

Saturday, January 21 - Pray and 

read Colossians 3:9-10 “Do not lie to 

each other, since you have taken off 

your old self with its practices and 

have put on the new self, which is 

being renewed in knowledge in the 

image of its Creator.” 

Sunday, January 22 - Pray for the 

Combined Worship Service at 

First UMC at 10:00 a.m.  

Monday, January 23 - Pray and 

reflect on Titus 3:4-7 “But when the 

kindness and love of God our Savior 

appeared, He saved us, not because of 

righteous things we had done, but 

because of His mercy.  He saved us 

through the washing of rebirth and 

renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom He 

January 2023 Prayer Calendar   
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First UMC 

Wayne White • January 1 

Mildred Billiou • January 18 

Jean Spry • January 28 

 

Grand Ave UMC 

Linda Taylor • January 12 

Nancy Baird • January 24 

Jack Egorov • January 30 

Grand Ave Staff 

Senior Pastor • Rev. Tom Buratovich 

Director of Youth Ministries • Ryan Ridenour 

Children’s Director • Melody Burkhart 

Treasurer • Beverly Farquharson 

Custodian • The Congregation 

First Methodist Office Hours:  
 

Monday–Thursday  
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

 

Phone: 559-784-4232 

pvfumc@ocsnet.net 
 

First United Methodist Church 

344 E. Morton Ave. 
Porterville, CA  93257 

First United Methodist Church 

Grand Ave United Methodist Church 
 www.grandavenue.org or  

 www.facebook.com/PortervilleFUMC or 

 www.facebook.com/GrandAvenueUMC 

View Past Worship Videos on Vimeo 

https://vimeo.com/grandavenueporterville 

Grand Ave Office Hours:  
 

Monday–Thursday  
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.  

 
Phone: 559-784-3791 

Fax: 559-784-3798 

info@grandavenue.org 

www.grandavenue.org 
Grand Ave United Methodist Church 

776 W. Grand Ave. 
Porterville, CA  93257 

First Staff 

Senior Pastor • Rev. Tom Buratovich 

Administrative Assistant • Melissa Sutherland 

Music Coordinator • Christine Klippenstein  

Children/Custodian • Melody Burkhart 

Announcements 

Combined Worship Services 
Sunday, Jan 1 • 10:00 a.m. at Grand Ave UMC 

Sunday, Jan 8 • 10:00 a.m. at Grand Ave UMC 

Sunday, January 15, 2023 • 10:00 a.m. at First UMC 

Sunday, January 22, 2023 • 10:00 a.m. at First UMC 

Sunday, January 29, 2023 • 10:00 a.m. at First UMC 

 

Clothing Closet at First UMC 

Clothing Closet is open on Saturday, January 7 

between 8:30 –10:00 a.m. We could use help sorting 

clothes. Call Ann for times and days 559-920-0977.  

 

Next Newsletter Deadline 

Please contact the church offices for information about 

the next newsletter. 

 

Tithes and Offering 

Thank you for your continued support of the 

ministries of First UMC and Grand Ave UMC. 

 


